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support, and assistance, including personnel,
as the Chair may request to support the ac-
complishment of the tasks assigned herein,
consistent with applicable law.

(b) The heads of executive departments
and the agencies designated by the Chair
under section 2(a) of this order shall identify
a responsible official to represent the head
of the executive department or agency on the
Council with sufficient authority and experi-
ence to commit agency resources to address
the Y2K problem.

Sec. 4. Responsibilities of Interagency and
Executive Office Councils. Interagency coun-
cils and councils within the Executive Office
of the President, including the President’s
Management Council, the Chief Information
Officers Council, the Chief Financial Offi-
cers Council, the President’s Council on In-
tegrity and Efficiency, the Executive Council
on Integrity and Efficiency, the National
Science and Technology Council, the Na-
tional Performance Review, the National
Economic Council, the Domestic Policy
Council, and the National Security Council
shall provide assistance and support to the
Chair upon the Chair’s request.

Sec. 5. Judicial Review. This Executive
order is intended only to improve the inter-
nal management of the executive branch and
does not create any right or benefit, sub-
stantive or procedural, enforceable at law or
equity by a party against the United States,
its agencies, or instrumentalties, its officers
or employees, or any other person.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
February 4, 1998

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., February 5, 1998]

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on February 6.

Remarks Announcing the High
Hopes for College Initiative
February 4, 1998

Let’s give her a hand; she was great. Bravo!
[Applause] Thank you very much. Fabiola,
you can introduce me any time you want.

[Laughter] You were magnificent, and I
know your family is very proud of you today.

Mr. Vice President, thank you for all the
work you’ve done on our education initia-
tives. Secretary Riley, thank you for what you
said and for what you’ve done. And I want
to thank you and all your people, Leslie
Thornton and the others who worked on this.
I want to thank Gene Sperling—the Vice
President has already blown his head up too
big—[laughter]—but he has been working
on this issue with deep personal conviction
for 5 years. Now, all of you who know Gene
know that since he never sleeps, that is the
equivalent of 10 years’ work for anyone else.
[Laughter]

I thank Harris Wofford and all the people
at AmeriCorps, including the young volun-
teers who are here today; Linda Chavez-
Thompson; and especially Congressman
Chaka Fattah, for whom this has been a life
passion. I thank the Members of Congress,
both Republicans and Democrats, who are
here and those who could not come today.
We have an extraordinary representation
from Congress among those who are here
and among those who are not. I thank the
college presidents who are here and the over
300 they represent, and the heads of organi-
zations who are here.

And I think before I begin I should recog-
nize a man who has been a mentor to all
of us, and a great friend to Hillary and to
me for many years, Mr. Eugene Lang, would
you please stand. Thank you, and God bless
you, sir, for everything you have done. [Ap-
plause] Thank you.

Since this is my only public appearance
of the day, before I begin it is important,
I think, to say a few words about the situation
in Iraq. Later today, Secretary Albright is
going to report to me about her intensive
week of meetings with our friends in the Per-
sian Gulf, Europe, and Russia. I’m encour-
aged by the strong consensus she found that
Iraq must fulfill all the United Nations Secu-
rity Council resolutions and that it must allow
international weapons inspectors full and un-
fettered access to all suspect sites. All of us
would prefer a genuine diplomatic solution.
I want to reiterate that to every single Amer-
ican. All of us would prefer a genuine diplo-
matic solution.
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The best way to stop Saddam from build-
ing nuclear, biological, or chemical weapons
is simply to get the international inspectors
back to work with no restraints. Keep in
mind, they have done a marvelous job. They
have uncovered more weapons potential and
weapons stores than were destroyed in the
entire Gulf war. But I will say again, one way
or the other, we are determined to deny Iraq
the capacity to develop weapons of mass de-
struction and the missiles to deliver them.
That is our bottom line. [Applause] Thank
you.

Now, back to the moment. Last week in
my State of the Union Address, when I spoke
about what we had to do to strengthen Amer-
ica for the 21st century, I said I wanted an
America where everybody has a chance to
work, where everyone has a chance to get
ahead with that work, where people have the
chance to live up to their God-given poten-
tial, where our Government provides oppor-
tunity and our citizens exhibit the respon-
sibility to give something back to their com-
munities. This is the kind of America the
High Hopes initiative we announced today
will put within our reach.

Thanks to the new $1,500 HOPE scholar-
ships, the lifetime learning tax credits, the
education IRA’s, education grants for serving
with AmeriCorps, streamlined loans, and ex-
panded Pell grants, we have opened the
doors to college wide to those willing and
able to work for it. Now we have to make
sure that all our students, especially those
from our hardest pressed families, have a
guardian angel helping to guide them to
those doors and to make sure they are ready
to walk through them. That’s what this is all
about.

You know, I was listening to Secretary Ril-
ey’s lilting southern accent, looking at the
Vice President, thinking about all three of
us white southerners up here, overrepre-
sented on the platform—[laughter]—and re-
membering the last 20 years that Dick Riley
and I have worked together on these issues.
There’s a reason we feel so passionately
about this.

When I was born in Arkansas, the per cap-
ita income of my State was 56 percent of
the national average. That’s what the average
income was. And I came from a family with-

out a lot of money. Nobody in my family had
ever been to college before, but by the time
I got out of Ramble Grade School in Hot
Springs, Arkansas, I never had any doubt that
I was going to college. My family told me
I was going to college; all my teachers told
me I was going to college; all the people at
my church told me I was going to college;
everybody told me I was going to college.
It never occurred to me that I wouldn’t go
to college, and yet no one in my family had
ever been to college before. I was in an envi-
ronment which made it very difficult for me
to fail. That’s the environment I want for
every child in America.

Now, Congressman Fattah has a similar
story. His grandmother set him early on his
path to college. She used to tell him and his
five brothers, ‘‘Unless you’re dead or dying,
you’re going to school.’’ [Laughter] Appar-
ently, the acorn does not fall far from the
tree. I just found out that on this, perhaps
the most important day of his public service,
Chaka Fattah would not let his son, Chip,
come to the ceremony because he wouldn’t
permit him to miss class.

But you know, a lot of our young students
are not as lucky. They grow up without realiz-
ing how important or how possible college
is. There may not be anyone in their homes
to push them to take algebra, to take those
other classes that are important to college.
They probably don’t know how to secure
scholarships or grants or loans. And maybe
most important, there may not be anybody
pumping them up with hopes and dreams.

That’s why we have to make mentorship
a way of life in America. The High Hopes
initiative will enlist colleges and community
groups to form partnerships with thousands
of middle schools and give more than a mil-
lion students both the information and the
inspiration to seize the opportunity of col-
lege.

Our balanced budget for 1999 includes
$140 million to help these groups harness the
power of citizen service and reach out to stu-
dents, no later than seventh grade, and work
with them all the way to high school gradua-
tion. Trained mentors and role models will
help children pick challenging courses, tutor
them when they need some extra help, take
them on college visits and other academic
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field trips, and help them during the college
application process.

And with Representative Fattah’s leader-
ship, we will make sure children and their
parents receive a 21st Century Scholar cer-
tificate telling them how much aid for college
they will receive well in advance, so they will
never have any doubt that if they do their
part they can, in fact, go on to college.

I want to thank the more than 300 college
presidents and more than 50 major edu-
cation, religious, civil rights, and service
groups who have embraced this initiative.
And to show you the depth of support—
we’ve already seen how many Members of
Congress have come here for this today—
I’d like to ask the leaders of these groups
and the college presidents who are here
today to stand and be recognized. Look at
them. Thank you very much. [Applause]
Thank you.

Again, I want to thank the Republican and
Democratic Members of Congress who are
here. I want to thank Linda Chavez-Thomp-
son and the rest of the members of my race
advisory board for their help with this initia-
tive. They found already that early mentoring
and tutoring has made a remarkable dif-
ference in the lives of minority students. And
they believe, as I do, that these High Hope
Scholarships—Partnerships—will help close
our Nation’s opportunity gap and help us to
build that one America.

I want to thank General Colin Powell and
the people who are working in the Presi-
dents’ Summit on Service. Remember, when
we had that summit, they identified making
sure that every child in America who needed
it had a mentor as one of the five things we
ought to be able to guarantee to all of Ameri-
ca’s children.

I want to thank, as I said, Eugene Lang,
and all others who have gone into their per-
sonal pockets to give children this kind of
guarantee long before the rest of us were
involved in the endeavor.

The High Hopes Partnerships are just one
of the ways we’re working to raise expecta-
tions and lift the sights of our young people.
Because we know that high school drop-out
rates are still too high, especially among His-
panic students, the Vice President just an-
nounced a $600 million effort to focus more

classroom attention on those most at risk.
We’re also expanding Head Start to a million
children; enlisting thousands more college
students to make sure all our 8-year-olds can
read; working to add 100,000 qualified teach-
ers to the first, second, and third grades to
get average class size down to 18; challenging
our States to adopt high academic standards
and to ensure that all our children master
the basics.

In every community in this country, there
are children with an enormous ability, who
just need a little spark to go on to great
things. There’s a child in rural Tennessee
who, with a helping hand and a higher edu-
cation, will go on to a career in medical re-
search; a child in Southwest Washington
who, with the guidance of a caring college
student, will go on to become a college presi-
dent; a first generation American in Texas
who might go on to become President of the
United States.

We have to have high hopes for all of our
children. And we have to make them know
that they can have high hopes for themselves.
A great nation that aspires to even greater
things in a new century in a new millennium
cannot afford to leave a single child behind.
And we don’t intend to.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:40 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Fabiola Tafolla, a recent college
graduate and mentorship program participant who
introduced the President; Leslie Thornton, Chief
of Staff, Department of Education; Eugene Lang,
founder and chairman emeritus, ‘‘I Have a
Dream’’ Foundation; and Gen. Colin Powell, USA
(Ret.), chairman, America’s Promise—The Alli-
ance For Youth.

Remarks at the National Prayer
Breakfast
February 5, 1998

Thank you very much. Thank you very
much to my good friend and sometimes golf-
ing partner, Senator Akaka, to all the Mem-
bers of Congress here, Reverend Graham,
other head table guests, ladies and gentle-
men, especially to the organizers of this won-
derful event.
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